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WESTERN AUSTRALIA DAY (RENAMING) BILL 2011 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 27 March. 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [8.12 pm]: I am pleased to make a contribution to the Western 

Australia Day (Renaming) Bill 2011 this evening. I have had the opportunity to consider in detail the excellent 

second reading speech on this bill delivered by my good friend the Leader of the House. Since that time there 

have been a number of excellent contributions, including that of Hon Helen Bullock, who issued a moment of 

caution to the house to ensure that this was not some kind of covert attempt to rewrite history. With respect to 

those comments, I concur with the honourable member. I am satisfied, on thorough examination, that that is not 

what is intended with this bill.  

I was also pleased to hear the intelligent comments of my learned friend Hon Michael Mischin who, amongst 

other things, acknowledged the settlement culture, if I can use that phrase, of the times. If my memory serves me 

correctly, he was imploring us in that excellent contribution not to be ashamed of the settlement culture of the 

times but, rather, just reflective of the fact that that was simply the way things were at that time in the era of 

humankind. I thought it was a useful contribution by the honourable member.  

Reflecting on this bill, as has been mentioned by a number of other members, it is difficult not to turn one‟s mind 

to 1 June 1829 and what I understood was the arrival at the Swan River by Governor Stirling and a group of 

settlers. However, my good friend who sits to my left Hon Phil Edman reminded me that it was not the arrival 

that took place on that day, and I am indebted to him for that correction and his excellent grasp of the history of 

this date. As the honourable member has advised me and as we all know, the ship called the Parmelia was the 

decisive ship that has since that time shaped the history of our state known as Western Australia. 

It would be remiss of us if we did not, in discussing this bill, recognise the first peoples of this country. Of 

course, before the arrival of the settlers, it needs to be said that for several thousands of years this land was home 

to the Indigenous peoples. In addition to that, there was the group of people I have just spoken of, the original 

settlers, who were British. Since then, there have been migrants, including people such as my parents, from 

virtually every country on the globe who have made Western Australia their home. I therefore, naturally, share 

some sympathy for the migrants of this wonderful country and this wonderful state. I note, according to the 

2006 census, that I share French ancestry with nearly 10 000 other Western Australians, which was a surprising 

figure, I must say. All of those people have together formed the community and the society that we are. We 

therefore have this opportunity to contribute to the ongoing development of this state and to the wellbeing of our 

community; and we should see that as a privilege, as I know the members of this place do. All human beings, in 

my view, need a sense of place, whether we are Indigenous people who have no other country, whether we are 

newly arrived migrants or whether we are in fact Australian-born descendants of settlers and immigrants, as we 

all share this particular part of God‟s earth, Western Australia. It is appropriate, I think, that we take one day 

each year to celebrate Western Australia. 

In consideration of this bill, which the Leader of the House has brought to our attention, I need to reflect on what 

this bill does not do. It is interesting to note that this bill makes no change to the date of that celebration, which 

will of course remain the first Monday in June. Therefore, while other Australians are celebrating and honouring 

the Queen on her official birthday, we will continue to celebrate Western Australia on that day, and of course we 

will honour the Queen with an appropriate holiday in September or October each year. 

When one considers these important bills, one must not limit oneself only to what the bill does not do; we must 

also consider what the bill does do. This particular bill changes the name of the holiday. It shifts the focus from a 

particular event in history, the foundation of the Swan River Colony, to a broader focus on everything that 

Western Australia means to us as a community. In that respect, we have had some excellent contributions to the 

second reading debate from members on that particular point and on what Western Australia means to those 

members. 

As I do from time to time, I would like to observe what the Premier had to say about these matters. The Premier 

concluded his second reading speech on this bill in the other place by making the following remarks — 

Although that initial settlement by Captain Stirling and his party will always be an essential part of 

Western Australia Day, this celebration will go further. Western Australia Day will reflect on a shared 

history of perseverance, resourcefulness and creativity. It will be an appropriate celebration of our state 

and all of its people. 

Mr Deputy President (Hon Col Holt), I have to say that I look forward to the passage of this bill and to 

celebrating many Western Australia Days in the future with you, with my colleagues and with all Western 

Australians.  
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HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [8.19 pm] — in reply: Thank you, 

Mr Deputy President. I think everyone has spoken. Did anyone miss out?  

Hon Ken Travers interjected.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I did not want anyone to miss out on speaking on this very important bill. 

Hon Sue Ellery: I am anticipating a fascinating rendition of the history of Captain Stirling from you.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: That is only because I brought with me a book called James Stirling: Admiral and 

Founding Governor of Western Australia, written by Pamela Statham-Drew. It is a fascinating book.  

Hon Kate Doust: I‟m sure you are going to read us great chunks of it.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: It is a very scholarly book and very difficult to read. But I did spend a lot of time 

reading it so that I would learn a little bit about James Stirling. Members should be aware that only part of his 

life was spent in Western Australia. He was engaged in many other activities throughout his life in other parts of 

the world.  

Hon Kate Doust: Did you teach history?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I did, and I am going to give members a history lesson tonight!  

Hon Kate Doust: I knew that was coming our way. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: It is actually practise for my retirement in case I decide to get one of those jobs in a 

hard-to-manage school where the school principal can be paid $200 000.  

Hon Kate Doust: You could‟ve gone to London. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: There may be an opportunity for me, so I will practise on the house tonight and see 

how I go. If anyone learns something tonight I may well have succeeded in resurrecting my former teaching 

career!  

On behalf of the government, I thank members for their contributions to this debate. It is a very simple bill. As 

we have heard, it will simply change the name from Foundation Day to Western Australia Day. But it is about 

much more than simply changing the name. In my view, it is a very, very significant change because I hope it 

will lead to a renewed emphasis on what Western Australia is all about and what this day seeks to celebrate. I 

will come back to that in more detail in a moment.  

A number of members spoke about their own families and related their stories to the history of the Swan River 

colony and to Western Australia, as it subsequently became. Indeed, in my own case, my mother‟s family is the 

Chidlow family who settled in the Avon Valley in the 1830s. Indeed, the Chidlow family will argue that William 

Chidlow was the first settler in Northam. The history books do not record that and suggest that John Morrell was 

indeed the founder of Northam. That dispute continues and it depends on who you believe as to who was right 

and who was not. But, generally, historians are the ones we believe.  

William Chidlow was a labourer who came out from England to Western Australia in the early 1830s and, with 

his brother Peter, went to the Avon Valley and worked with John Morrell in developing a farm there. Over the 

years he acquired very large tracts of land in the Avon Valley. Regrettably, the family does not still have it. As 

an aside, I was very interested to find out when I went to the centenary of the Goomalling shire celebration back 

in the 1990s and the then shire president was reading out the names of all the original landowners, it turned out 

that William Chidlow owned 30 000 acres of land in Goomalling in the 1840s and 50s. That was part of the 

property empire that he accumulated. For a man who had no education at all, it was an amazing achievement. 

Indeed, he became very wealthy. Regrettably, his children spent it all or lost it all or it was dissipated through the 

various probate laws that existed at the time. Ironically, the Chidlow and the Morrell families were in bitter 

dispute about who should and should not get the money. Regrettably, our lot did not get it, so we no longer own 

countless thousands of acres in the Avon Valley. However, I might add that I have bought 50 acres at Toodyay 

in an attempt to buy some of it back, but it may take me a long time to accumulate what William Chidlow did.  

It is also interesting that his brother, Peter Chidlow, was in fact speared to death by Aborigines at a place called 

Mokine, near Northam. He was out farming, and the story goes that he and another fellow named Jones were 

putting lime on the soil. The Aboriginal people thought it was flour or sugar or something, and when they said 

that the Aboriginal people could not have it, they speared them. That was a very traumatic experience for the 

settlers in that part of the world, because the bodies were apparently disfigured and buried in shallow graves, 

which had not occurred before. That led Governor Stirling, as he was then, to send the troops to Northam to deal 

with those issues, and it was not pleasant, from what I have read about it. I guess that is just another reflection of 

the fact, when members in this chamber start thinking about their own personal history, that many of us have 



Extract from Hansard 

[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 28 March 2012] 

 p1443b-1449a 

Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Norman Moore 

 [3] 

ancestors who have been in Western Australia for a very long time and who have made a contribution over 

many, many years to the growth of the state. 

As I said at the beginning, I think that by going from Foundation Day to Western Australia Day, we should have 

a new emphasis on what this occasion means in Western Australia. I was talking to Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm 

last night about this. When I was teaching in Tom Price in the 1970s, we used to have WA Week as a celebratory 

week, and most schools had different functions every day of that week. It became quite a celebration over a 

whole week of all things Western Australian. It was very much part of the way in which we reflected on Western 

Australia and celebrated more than just one day‟s holiday on Foundation Day; we sought to make this into a 

bigger and better celebratory occasion. I hope that now we have gone down the path of changing the name, we 

might also change the emphasis on what we do on this day, and we might then make it into a week when we 

celebrate Western Australia from a whole range of perspectives, to give us a chance to contemplate what 

Western Australia has come from, what it is now and what its prospects are for the future. I will be making a 

number of suggestions to the Premier about that once this legislation is passed and we begin to celebrate Western 

Australia Day. 

When we look at the state‟s history, we see that we have a great deal to celebrate in respect of our past; when we 

look at what is happening in Western Australia now, we see that we have a great deal to celebrate about what is 

happening in our state at present; and when we look at our prospects, we see that we also have a great deal to 

celebrate. I will spend a few moments looking at some of the reasons for celebration. I particularly want to 

concentrate tonight on our historical economic growth. Most members have talked about issues surrounding the 

treatment of Aborigines, the cultural issues surrounding Foundation Day and the historical issues relating to that 

also.  

As I am the Minister for Mines and Petroleum and have a very strong interest in economic issues, I think that 

having a quick look at the state‟s economic history does give us reason to celebrate what we have achieved. If 

members look at our history, they will find that we have had many ups and downs in our economic growth. As 

members will know, in the early years of Governor Stirling and his successors, it was very slow growth indeed. 

We know about Peel, his attempts to develop the Peel region and the problems that they had there. The colony 

grew very, very slowly in its first 20 or 30 years, which led the government of the day to request that convicts be 

sent out to provide labour for capital works in Western Australia. They came out in 1850 and were here for some 

18 years. They provided the labour that was necessary to develop a range of public works, many of which are 

still around today. 

We have heard from members about the very poor treatment of Aboriginal people throughout the history of 

Western Australia and I concur with the comments that members have made. I also make the point that the 

treatment of convicts was probably as bad as, if not worse than, the treatment of Aboriginal people at the time. 

As Hon Michael Mischin pointed out very clearly last night, we need to consider these issues in the context of 

the way people thought and behaved in those days. Recently I visited Port Arthur and spent time there trying to 

understand the absolute brutality of what happened at that location. Clearly the occurrence of same sort of 

brutality in the Swan River Colony demonstrates that the attitude that people had towards convicts and people of 

that sort at that time was quite different from what it is today. A significant amount of brutality was inflicted on 

Aboriginal people and convicts but apparently that seemed to be the way people behaved in those days. It is 

quite horrendous to imagine what it was like to be an inmate at Fremantle Prison. Similarly, one gets the same 

eerie feeling at Port Arthur. 

The Swan River Colony limped long until the 1890s and the gold rushes, which were a period of massive growth 

when t‟othersiders came here to search for gold. That was probably our first wave of quite significant economic 

growth. Gold was found in the Kimberley, Yilgarn, Murchison, goldfields, Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie and 

generated significant wealth for the then government of John Forrest. As a result of the wealth that was created 

by that economic boom, a number of very significant capital works projects were undertaken. Probably the most 

outstanding of those was the goldfields pipeline, built by C.Y. O‟Connor. It was an amazing engineering feat at 

the time and still is when one thinks about the importance of the water that is piped to the goldfields and the 

agricultural areas that feed off it. That was one of the benefits we achieved as a result of the gold rushes. Another 

benefit was the railways. Railways were built all the way to Wiluna and Sandstone, and north of Kalgoorlie there 

was a period of massive railway expansion. Regrettably, a lot of the railway was very poorly laid out and very 

low grade and has not survived to this day. Many of the significant public buildings in Perth, Kalgoorlie, 

Coolgardie and Cue resulted from the gold rushes and the revenue they provided for Western Australia. 

Members are aware that in 1901 WA became part of the Federation, and Western Australians have been 

complaining about that ever since! I might mention a bit more about that at the end of my comments tonight. 

Hon Kate Doust: Is this leading up to talk of your secession? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: There is succession and secession. 



Extract from Hansard 

[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 28 March 2012] 

 p1443b-1449a 

Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Norman Moore 

 [4] 

Hon Kate Doust: I know; it came out incorrectly. 

Hon Ken Travers: I am just worried that we will be tested on this at the end of your speech. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: You will be. Did I not tell you? I hope you are taking notes, Mr Travers! 

Hon Ken Travers: So far I know that you bought 50 acres in Toodyay to try to win back the family land. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Go to the top of the class, Mr Travers! 

Hon Ken Travers: Did the Fergusons ever own the land you bought in Toodyay? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I do not think they did. 

Hon Ken Travers: They have owned an awful lot of the land around it over the years. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: A family whose name escapes me had the property before I did, but I do not own 

much of it yet. 

After the gold rushes we had the early period of Federation and all the issues surrounding that. Western Australia 

was the last state to join the Federation and there was quite a lot of anti-Federation feeling in Western Australia 

at the time because we are a long way from the rest of the nation. There was a feeling that we would be 

disadvantaged.  

Indeed Hon Max Evans, a former member of this house, has, in conjunction with another gentleman whose name 

escapes me, written a book about how Western Australia has been robbed, in respect of the taxes we can collect, 

from day one when we federated. That story continues to this present day.  

But then we had World War I and the Great Depression, and Western Australia, like the rest of Australia, went 

through those economic woes of the 1930s. We really did have very, very slow economic growth in the state 

during that period. Like most parts of the world, the Depression had a very significant detrimental impact on the 

state‟s economy in that time and we grew slowly, probably until the 1960s when we had the massive growth of 

the iron ore sector in the Pilbara, the discovery of nickel in the goldfields and alumina in the Darling Range, and 

all that significant mining and resource growth that took place in the 1960s and 1970s. There was the 

development in the Pilbara, for example, of the Hamersley Iron project, the Mt Newman project, the building of 

ports at Dampier and Port Hedland and the mining towns of Tom Price, Paraburdoo, Newman, Pannawonica and 

Goldsworthy. There was massive economic growth in the Pilbara, the nickel industry saved the goldfields from 

the downturn in the gold industry, and then we had alumina in the Darling Range, which provided a significant 

benefit to the metropolitan area.  

In the 1970s and 1980s we had the petroleum discoveries in the North West Shelf and the success of Woodside. 

It was a small company, but it was the only company that wanted to take up any of the offshore tenements that 

were made available for tender. That little company took them up, found the money, found the gas, and, as they 

say, the rest is history. As a result of that, we had the development of the gas pipeline from Dampier to Perth, 

and then on to Bunbury, which was a very significant decision by the then government because it had to have a 

take-or-pay contract through the State Energy Commission to take the gas, whether it was needed or not, to 

provide enough security for the project to go ahead. As a result of building that pipeline, Western Australia was 

in a position to encourage the development of the liquefied natural gas trains at the Burrup Peninsula, and we 

then saw the growth of the liquefied natural gas industry. I should make the point that in the 1960s, 1970s and 

1980s we were much dependent upon demand from Japan, and the growth of the Japanese economy at that time 

was a very important catalyst to developing our economy. 

The next wave of economic development was in the early 2000s, when we saw a massive growth in iron ore 

production in the Pilbara. There was the huge growth of BHP Billiton and Rio Tinto, and the advent of the 

Fortescue Metals Group, Atlas Iron, and a range of other companies that are working very hard in the Pilbara to 

massively develop new iron ore projects and expand existing projects. Work is also happening in the midwest 

region, with Gindalbie Metals and other companies working in that area. We have the potential for a significant 

iron ore province in the midwest region of the state, based upon the Oakajee Port and Rail project, assuming that 

that can be brought to fruition. In addition to that, there has been massive growth in the petroleum sector with the 

North West Shelf, the Pluto project, the Gorgon project, Wheatstone and Browse; all of these existing and 

potential projects are very, very valuable to our economy.  

Members may be interested to know that in 2010-11, the value of all our resource production in Western 

Australia reached $100 billion for the first time. Last year there was $101.2 billion of value from our resources 

industry, which was 39 per cent more than the previous year, and the previous year was 50 per cent more than 

the year before that. The growth has been unbelievably massive. Interestingly, Western Australia now produces 

45 per cent of the nation‟s merchandise exports. That just demonstrates very clearly how important our economy 

is to the national economy, and I think that the federal politicians need to begin to recognise and understand that 
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because it is a very, very significant fact. Indeed, we have come through the financial crisis in reasonably good 

shape because of the positive growth in our resources sector, most of which, as I said, is in Western Australia.  

That is a brief history of where we have come to, but if we look at what is available to us in the future and look 

at all the projects that are either under construction or committed for Western Australia, at the present time they 

total $138 billion worth of projects. One of those projects is the Gorgon project—the Chevron project at Gorgon. 

That is a $43 billion project. To put that in perspective, that is about twice the state‟s total budget. We could run 

Western Australia for two years as a government on the money that it is costing to build the Gorgon project. That 

is just a demonstration of the massive growth that is taking place and the huge investment that is necessary these 

days to get projects up and running. 

If we look at all the other projects that are in either the “planned” or the “possible” category, there is another 

$169 billion worth of potential investment in Western Australia. If those projects come to fruition, we will have 

around $300 billion worth of investment in Western Australia‟s resource sector, and that is huge by any measure. 

As members will be aware, much of this is dependent upon the Chinese economy and the determination of the 

Chinese government to maintain economic growth of around eight, nine or 10 per cent per annum. Interestingly, 

China is going through probably the greatest transformation of a society in the world‟s history, where it is getting 

people out of poverty and into a far improved standard of living; and I do not know that China gets the credit that 

it deserves for doing that. But we are very much dependent upon China, and we can only hope and pray that that 

demand continues to come from China. There is no doubt that India will also become a growing importer of our 

resources as its economy continues to grow, as we have being seeing in the past couple of years.  

That is just a potted history of the state‟s economic growth. I have spoken about that tonight because I think it is 

important that we recognise just what sort of a player we are these days when it comes to our place in the world. 

Western Australia now, as a separate economy, is a very successful economy, and we need a successful economy 

if we want to look after those things that we regard as important in the community—things such as health 

services, education, roads, schools, public buildings and stadiums; you name it. If we want these sorts of things, 

and, indeed, good environmental management, we need the economic capacity to pay for these things. So we are 

very fortunate that this economic growth has put us in the position in which we are now a very significant player 

in terms of our economy and are well regarded around the world.  

Just as a matter of interest, there is a magazine called ResourceStocks, which judges the different mining 

jurisdictions around the world on the basis of their attractiveness as an investment destination. In its last report 

last year, it rated Western Australia first among the Australian jurisdictions and equal third in the world. I think 

that tells us that as far as the investing world is concerned, Western Australia is a place to go. That is not to say 

that there are not some problems here, with the extra taxes that we will have to bear, and the issue of China, as I 

have already mentioned, and also the increasing competition from Africa, where many companies are investing 

large sums of money in the underdeveloped resources of West Africa. 

I wanted to make that point because I think we have a great deal to celebrate in Western Australia—our past, our 

present and our future. I hope that Western Australia Day will become Western Australia week and that we can 

use that time to look at a range of issues that are important to Western Australians, and that we can take 

advantage of the good fortune that has been bestowed upon us by the hard work of our ancestors and by the work 

that will be done in the future by those who live here. 

I want to conclude by making a comment about an issue that I have occasionally commented upon publicly—

that is, secession. I am not here tonight to promote secession because I do not actually support secession if we 

can fix the Federation. Western Australians voted in 1933 to secede from the commonwealth because at that time 

they had come to the conclusion that it was not in their best interests to be in the Federation, but I will not go into 

that now. My simple view is that if we have a Federation that works, that is the best place for Western Australia 

to be. I do not think the Federation is working very well at present. Indeed, we have noted in recent times the 

GST distribution, the impact of the so-called two-speed economy and how that is not necessarily reflected in 

greater wealth for Western Australia, and the fact that commonwealth decisions sometimes do not meet the 

needs of a state such as Western Australia. The notion of redistributing wealth around the commonwealth does 

not fit well with my view of reward for effort. I think we need to work very hard in this country to fix the 

Federation. It would be a good start, perhaps, if we were to simply go back to how it was under the Constitution 

in 1901 and forget about all the changes that have been made to it over that period. We might get back to a 

positive and real Federation whereby the powers of the commonwealth are determined by the Constitution and 

the states do everything else. As we all know, that has changed dramatically over time. 

When people have talked to me about secession and asked what I would call the place, I have said that I thought 

we might call it Hesperia. I want to tell the house where that name comes from. I brought a book today about 

James Stirling. When he sought to encourage the British government to settle at the Swan River and to create the 

Swan River Colony, he was in constant communication with Governor Darling, who was then the Governor of 



Extract from Hansard 

[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 28 March 2012] 

 p1443b-1449a 

Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Norman Moore 

 [6] 

New South Wales. I will quote from page 89 of this book called James Stirling: Admiral and Founding 

Governor of Western Australia by Pamela Statham-Drew. In his letter, he wrote — 

It now only remains to state that, from Cape Leeuwin to Shark‟s Bay, the neighbourhood of Swan River 

is the only part where a Port is known to exist. The Port therefore has a value far beyond that which it 

might have in other circumstances, for it is the Key of the whole intervening Coast. 

I am therefore of opinion that it ought to be immediately retained for the French Nation have the 

shadow of a right founded on discovery to a portion of that Coast, which cannot be too speedily 

extinguished by British occupation, particularly as it will be impossible now to prevent the attractions 

of that Country from being known. 

It is also important to occupy Geographe Bay, its mineral wealth and fertile Territory as well as its 

convenient Summer Anchorage render it too attractive to be left unguarded. 

It is interesting to note that in those days Geographe Bay had mineral potential. We have just had a debate about 

a coalmine in Margaret River; needless to say, how times change. It goes on — 

These two places, with a Settlement on their Northern flank at or near Shark‟s Bay would probably be 

sufficient to exclude all foreign intrusion. I also take the liberty to recommend the adoption of a general 

name for the Western Coast of New Holland. The Name of „Hesperia‟ indicating a Country looking 

towards the Setting Sun, would be descriptive of the Situation of the Country in question; it would not 

interfere with any Name previously given, — 

I can understand why — 

nor would it be subject to the imputation of Nationality. James Stirling, Captain, R.N. 

James Stirling suggested that we call it Hesperia. One of these days we might come to Parliament to change the 

name of Western Australia Day to Hesperia day in recognition of our determination to be self-governing. 

Hon Ken Travers: We could go into committee if you like. 

Hon Kate Doust: We could do it now. 

Hon Ken Travers: We shouldn‟t let that lower house tell us what to do! We should send it back and say that we 

want Hesperia day. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Does the member want that? 

Hon Ken Travers: Why not? I like the name Hesperia. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Michael Mischin): Has the member moved an amendment? 

Hon Ken Travers: When we get to committee, absolutely, I will.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: That is a clearly tongue-in-cheek comment about the name Hesperia, but it is just to 

bring to the attention of the house that this is how that name came about. When I have mentioned it on the odd 

occasion, people say “Hysteria” and try to make fun of it, but James Stirling regarded it as an appropriate name 

for a country facing the setting sun, which of course is in the west. Indeed, we face north now more than we ever 

faced east, and that is where our future lies. With that sermon and that lesson, I recommend that the house 

support the legislation. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), and passed. 

 


